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The Chuitimas Seadon & with ut aqain
and Yough the poges of Akansas FHighwage Magagine
we have the oppontunity to extend to each of qou
a coudial with fou a fogous holiday time.

Jhe weal and basic quality of Chuistma
vemains wnckanged —- may thewe duel in qoun heants
peace, and, qood will to all men.

Seated — Commissioners Truman Baker and Armil Taylor, Director Ward Goodman, Commissioner Lawrence Blackwell
Standing — Commissioner Maurice Smith, Chief Engr. J. T. Pendergrass, Ass't. Dir. Henry Gray, Commissioner John Harsh
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For Outstanding Service

Armil Taylor, chairman of the Arkansas Highway Commission, is
shown receiving a plaque from Gordon McNulty, president of Asso-
ciated General Contractors, honoring him for outstanding leadership
and devotion to duties as one of the most respected members of the
Highway Commission. On January 14, 1969, Mr. Taylor will have
completed ten years of meritorious and productive service as a member

and chairman of the Commission.

In accepting the plaque, Mr. Taylor, always noted for his en- ¢
~ thusiasm, praised the banquet audience for their many contributions
to the building industry with a talk inspiring greater achievements for

the future.
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Ann Whatley cut the ribbon for Hwy. 195 and Cosy Burke snipped the one for Hwy. 332 while Highway and local
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officials look on. They are: left to right, Lester Wade, Irving Whatley, Commissioner John Harsh, Rep. Talbot Feild, Jr.,
Chief Engr. J. T. Pendergrass, Director Ward Goodman, Sen. Olen Hendrix, U. G. Garrett and Irvin Burke.

DUAL HIGHWAY DEDICATION

Monday, November 11 was a big
day in northern Hempstead County.
Even though the day was the cold-
est of the season, the citizens of the
area turned out en masse in the
afternoon at Marlbrook Baptist
Church for a major state highway
dedication centering on DeAnn.

It marked the completion and
formal opening of State 195 linking
DeAnn with Marlbrook and State
24, "about 11 miles north, and for
State 332, which gives DeAnn a
direct 11-mile connection east to
Prescott. State 332 runs west to a
junction with State 29, making the
DeAnn—-Hope distance 9 miles. No.
195 likewise reduces the distance

Part of the dedication crowd.

that formerly had to be traveled by
DeAnn folks visiting Blevins, now
accessible through the Marlbrook
junction with No. 24 three miles
east of Blevins.

The formal program Monday was
held inside the Marlbrook church.
Lester Wade greeted the visitors in
behalf of DeAnn; Rep. Talbot Feild,
Jr. of Hope was master of ceremonies
and the invocation was given by
Chancellor Royce Weisenberger.

Mrs. Delanie Bonds Neece enter-
tained with songs, accompanied by
Miss Nancy Ross; and a fine barbe-
cue was prepared for the visitors.

Speakers were Commissioner John
Harsh of Magnolia, Director Ward

Goodman, former Hempstead
County Judge U. G. Garrett of Hope
and Senator Olen Hendrix of Pres-
cott.

Also present were Maint. Engr.
J. E. Lowder, Chief Engr. John T.
Pendergrass, Hope Dist. Engr. John
Tallant, former Nevada County
Judge Mack Hillery and Prescott
Mayor Foy Box.

Acknowledgement for local help
in promoting the highways was
given S. E. Loe, Irving Watley, Irvin
Burke, Lester Wade, Andrew Avery,
Monroe Samuel and Richard Arnold,
all of DeAnn.

Barbecue is always a choice item on the
menu. J. E. Lowder waits expectantly to
be served.
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Highway officials on hand for the ribbon cutting at Conway included, Asst. Dir. Henry Gray, Commis-
sioners Truman Baker and Armil Taylor, Dist. Engr. John Price, Res. Engr. R. C. McConnell and Director
Ward Goodman. Mary Howell, secretary to Price, snipped the ribbon.

SECTION OF 1-40 DEDICATED AT CONWAY

The Highway Department opened and formally
dedicated a 4.4 mile section of I-40 from Brumley
south to Conway to the north side of the city at the
U.S. 65 interchange at 12:00 noon, Thursday, Novem-
ber 21. The project extends another 1.36 miles to the
Highway 25 grade separation but that section is not
being opened because there is no exit at Highway 25.
Construction costs for the 5.8 miles was $3,986,060.
plus an additional $1,085,000 for right of way.

W. J. Menefee Construction Co. of Sedalia, Mo.
was the contractor for the grading and structures.
Wright Contracting Co. of Columbus, Ga. was the
surfacing contractor. R. C. McConnell was the resident
engineer. John Price is District Engineer for Faulkner
County.

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held at the
Brumley end of the section being opened.

Ice Detector Installed
on Hazardous Bridge

An electronic detector unit to
warn motorists of hazardous icing
conditions has been installed on the
dual I-30 bridges over Arch Street
southwest of Little Rock. The unit
is equipped with sensors (arrow)
capable of measuring moisture and
temperature, which when conditions
are right, causes the bridge to be-
come dangerously icy. Warning lights
like the one in the picture have
been installed at each end of the

.bridge and when icing conditions

prevail, the word “ICY” will flash.

Installation of the detector unit
was decided upon as a safety mea-
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sure after 15 accidents 1nvolv1ng 25
vehicles occurred on the bridges
during a one-year period. A freakish
condition seems to exist at this loca-
tion because the bridges will ice over
when others all around in the gen-
eral area are clear. A Department
review team theorized that cold air
and moisture which naturally causes
bridges to ice easily, meets with air
warmed by burning refuse from the
nearby city dump and creates a
greater-than-usual amount of con-
densation.

The detector unit will also be
evaluated to determine possible ap-
plication to other long structures
in the state.
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Three Cited

for Service

THREE EMPLOYES were recognized at the
October Commission meeting for the completion of
25 years’ service with the Department. Commissioner
Lawrence Blackwell presented certificates and lapel
pins to Oscar L. Fletcher, James C. Frazier and
William R. Montgomery. |

OSCAR L. “HAMP” FLETCHER is an auto
foreman in the equipment shop at the District 10
headquarters in Paragould. He first went to work for
the Department as a heavy truck driver in April, 1941.
During the two-year period 1947—49 he left for self
employment but was re-employed in May, 1949.

Fletcher likes cars and is presently restoring a
1950 Studebaker which belonged to his father. He is
also skilled at woodworking and did a large portion
of the work inside his new home. He and his wife, the
former Betty Stuart of Paragould, attend Woods
Chapel Methodist Church. They have two married
children. Fletcher is a native of Greene County, having
been born at Walcott and graduated from Greene
County High School.
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JAMES COY FRAZIER has worked as a mechan-
ic helper, mechanic and area foreman before being
promoted to his present position as highway foreman.
He was born at Cave City and received his education
there. Frazier is a member of Mt. Zion Lodge No. 10,
one of the oldest Masonic Lodges in Arkansas. He is
a member of the National Rifle Association and col-
lects guns, as well as coins and Indian relics. He is a
member of Umstead Memorial Methodist Church, the
Methodist Men’s Club, and the Farm Bureau. Frazier
and his wife, the former Macie Ford of Dodson, Texas, _
reside at 1005 Normandy Drive in Newport. They.5
have two married daughters and a son.

WILLIAM RAY MONTGOMERY is a mower
operator in Madison County, the same county where
he was born and still lives. He recalls that when he
started work with the Highway Department back in
1937, the completion of a job meant a lay-off until
another project was begun. He is a member of Masonic
Lodge No. 364 at Huntsville and likes to fish and worko
in his garden. He is married to the former Katie
Marshall of Forum, Ark. They have one son, who is
married.

Arkansas Highways
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Head, seated, and Lewter.

JAMES E. “Buddy’”’ LEWTER has been promoted
to Office Manager of the Planning and Research Divi-
sion to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of
John Longcoy. He is a career employe, having been
hired first as a draftsman in 1941. He left for other
employment for two brief periods but has already
completed twenty-five years of service.

Lewter was born in Alabama but has lived in
Arkansas most of his life. He, his wife June and their
9-year-old son Doug live at 4830 Arlington Drive in
North Little Rock.

JIM HEAD, a native of Huttig in Union County,
has been promoted to head of the Data Analysis
and Reduction Section of Planning and Research.
He graduated from high school at Huttig and from
Arkansas A & M College in Monticello with a major
in Management; he has also accumulated a number
of hours in Engineering at Little Rock University.
Prior to promotion to head of his Section, he was
the liaison between the Highway Department and
the State Police in highway accident study.

Jim’s wife, the former Lou Ann Hicks, is a native
of Little Rock. They and their children, Dana 4, and
Douglas, less than a year old, live in the East End
community south of Little Rock.
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GRAY TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
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On December 1 Henry C. Gray was promoted
to assistant director for Administration and Realty,
a new position for the Highway Department. He has
been chief of Right of Way since 1962, chief of the
Legal Division when it was placed under his super-
vision along with Right of Way for a time, and assistant
to the chief engineer since January, 1967, so he is well
experienced in the areas of administration and realty.
In addition, he left the Game and Fish Commission
as Chief of the Lands Division to come to the High-
way Department. He was chairman of the building
committee during construction of the central head-
quarters building.

Gray is a native of North Little Rock and a
graduate of the University of Wyoming. He is married
and the father of two sons and two daughters.

V. E. HARVEY CITED BY FHWA

Vernon E. Harvey, division engineer for Arkansas
with the Bureau of Public Roads from 1963 to 1967,
has been cited for superior service by Federal High-
way Administrator Lowell K. Bridwell. Harvey is now
division engineer for the state of Indiana with offices
in Indianapolis. He is a native of Kansas and has been
with the Bureau since 1947. The Bureau of Public
Roads became a component of the Federal Highway
Administration in 1967.

The awards to Harvey and six other field em-
ployes are the first of annual recognitions to be given
for valuable contributions in furthering FHWA goals.
Bridwell presented certificates and medals to the
seven at the annual joint meeting of the Federal High-
way Administration and the American Association of
State Highway Officials in Minneapolis.




This rest area on U. S. 71-59 between Ashdown and Ogden If a winning smile is an asset in public rela- '“
‘ was completed during the summer. Its shady environs offer tions work, then Mrs. Theresa Annette Breed-
. a welcome respite to travelers, especially in summer. love of Nashville, Ark. is well-qualified for

| 1 her joh. She and Mrs. Mary Lindsey of Ash-

| down are the tour information aides at the
Il rest area.

That's not a Swiss chalet — it's a rest area and tourist information station nearing completion on 1-30 near
| the Texas state line. Ginocchio, Carter & Neyland of Little Rock were the architects. The builder is Hallett
Construction Co. of Crosby, Minn. C. F. Mauk is the resident engineer for the Highway Department.
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EPOXY — Swift New Concrete Patcher
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HE MAINTENANCE DIVISION has put into use

a relatively new product, epoxy mortar overlay,
used for repairing concrete surfaces, particularly bridge
decks and small areas on concrete surfaced highways.
Epoxy mortar is a mixture of epoxy (two chemicals
which form a hard substance when mixed together),
resins, a curing agent and a filler such as fine sand.
Epoxy mortars contain no water and no portland
cement.

Its quick-setting feature is a decided advantage
over bituminous surface overlay, especially in areas
where traffic must be stopped in order for repairs to
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be made and no accessible detour route is available.
Traffic can be turned back over an area repaired with
epoxy mortar overlay in three and a half hours after
it is put down.

Several inches in depth of concrete had to be re-
moved from a section of I-40 near Clarksville after a
mobile home burned on the highway, causing the con-
crete to crack and spall. Epoxy and sand are blended
in a paddle wheel mixer before a vibrating screed
spreads the mortar on the area to be repaired. Epoxy
mortar overlay is an extremely effective patching ma-
terial but the price makes extensive use ofit prohibitive.
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James L. Briley assumed the duties
and responsibilities of assistant divi-
sion engineer of the Materials and
Tests Division on November 1. He
has been with the Department since
June, 1961 when he came as an
engineer-in-training. Through this co-
operative program of the University
of Arkansas and the Highway De-
partment an engineering student can
work brief intervals in the different
divisions of the Department in order
to determine the one to which he
would like to be permanently as-
signed. Jim chose Materials and
Tests.

Briley was born at Fort Smith
but his family later moved to North
Little Rock where he graduated
from high school. After attending
Little Rock University (then Little
Rock Junior College) he graduated
from the University of Arkansas
with a degree in civil engineering.
His first year of employment was
interrupted by a ten-month’s stint
in the Army when his reserve unit,
the 489th Engineering Battalion,
was activated in late 1961. He is a
registered professional engineer.

Briley is married to the former
Claudia Ann Spurlin of Little Rock.
They have three boys: Brian, 7;
Graham, S; and Reed, 3. They re-
side at 6504 Juniper Road in Little
Rock and attend Mabelvale Metho-
dist Church.

10

LARRY M. WHITE
AWARDED BRONZE STAR

S/Sgt. Larry M. White, son of
Mayo White in the Planning and
Research Division, and a former
summer employe himself, has been
awarded a Bronze Star for heroism
in action in Vietnam on February
21, 1968. He left Ft. Campbell, Ky.
November 20 to begin his second
tour of duty with the Green Beret
Special Forces. The order for the
award is quoted in part:

“Sergeant White distinguished him-
self while leading a reconnaissance
team deep within enemy territory.
Sergeant White was in q stationary
position awaiting instructions when
a platoon size enemy element was
observed moving toward the team’s
location. He quickly organized the
reconnaissance team into an ambush
position and opened fire when the
enemy was within range. Two of the
enemy were killed by the first vok
ley, and the enemy force withdrew
and began placing intense automatic
weapons fire on the team’s location.
Sergeant White, courageously disre-
garding the hazard to his own safety,
then ran forward into the intense
hostile fire in order to search the
two bodies for documents. He re-
mained in this exposed position un-
til he had completely searched both
bodies. With the enemy fire then
directed solely at him, he maneuver-
ed his way back to the team and
then guided them to an extraction
landing zone. Upon their arrival at

Personnel Officer Hugh Wadley presented
his secretary, Shirley Bain a 5-year service
award the last week in November.

that point, he began directing the
supporting helicopter gunships in
their attacks and thereby kept the
enemy at bay until his team was
safely on board the helicopters.”

He has already received two Army
commendations for valor, three Air
medals and a Vietnamese Cross of
Gallantry with Silver Star.

“Let’s design a machine that will replace
the boss.”

LR K I o

An elderly playboy reaches the age where
he chases girls only if it is down hill.
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BARTLESON SUCCUMBS

Warren K. Bartleson of 58 Flag Road,
Little Rock, died November 27 at his home
after a short illness. He had retired October
1 as head of the Data Analysis and Reduc-
tion Section of the Planning and Research
Division. Bartleson, 63, had been with the
Department 32 years. He was hired by Fred
J. Herring, left in the picture, in 1936 and
together they pioneered a highway planning
survey in compliance with Congressional
action taken in 1934 to provide highway
administrators with effective management
tools. The survey was the precursor of
present day Planning and Research Division
work.

“Bart”, as he was known by all his
friends, was a native of Lake Wales, Fla.
He was an elder in First Presbyterian Church
and a member of the R. D. Adams Men’s
Bible Class. Survivors are his wife, Mrs. Mar-
garet Lancaster Bartleson; a daughter, Miss
Bonnie Bartleson of Little Rock; and three
sisters, Mrs. N. H. Bunting of Lake Wales,
Fla., Mrs. Blair Littlejohn of West Palm
Beach, Fla., and Mrs. Roy Karshner of
Atlanta, Ga.

Funeral services were held at Griffin-
Leggett Funeral Home on November 29 by
Dr. R. D. Adams. Pallbearers were Nathan
Bingham, Bill Looney, Grover Hughes, Grov-
er Smith, Gus Johnson, W. W. Berger, Buddy
Lewter and Mayo White. Burial was in
Rest Hills Memorial Park.
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ALVA STANFORD PITCOCK

Alva Stanford Pitcock, 57, of Gillham,
Ark., died October 14. He was a laborer in
the Maintenance Division of the Hope dis-
trict and had worked for the Department
two years. He was born in Quanah, Tex.
but had lived in Arkansas most of his life.
He was a member of the Church of Christ.

Survivors are his widow, Mrs. Lois
Hines Pitcock; one daughter, Mrs. Naomi
Webb, Ft. Belvoir, Va.; and one grandson.

Funeral services were held October 14
with Wilkerson Funeral Home of Dequeen
in charge. Interment was at Gillham.

CLEO W. POWELL

Cleo W. Powell, 56, a retired Main-
tenance employe in District 3, died Novem-
ber 10. He lived at Patmos and worked for
the Highway Department 13 years before
retirement in 1961 because of ill health. He
was a Baptist.

Survivors are his widow, Mrs. Faye
Powell, Patmos; three brothers Verdo of
Patmos, Gene of Hope, and E. W. in Lewis-
ville; four sisters, Mrs. Lloyd Quillen, Mrs.
W. L. McCoy and Mrs. A. C. Archer, all of
Hope, and Mrs. Glen Parks of Lewisville;
and his mother, Mrs. Rosie Powell of Hope.

Funeral services were held in Providence
Baptist Church on November 11. Burial was
in Mt. Nebo Cemetery.

11
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WILLIAM OTTIS BROOKS

William Ottis Brooks, 69, a retired employe,
died October 28. Brooks, who lived at 927 East
Emma Avenue in Springdale, worked for the High-
way Department more than 24 years. He was a
truck driver at the time he retired. He was born at
Habberton, Ark. and was a member of Sonora
Baptist Church.

Survivors include his widow, Mrs. Jewell B.
Harp Brooks; four daughters: Mrs. Eunice Schneider
and Mrs. Georgia Davis, both of Springdale; and
Mrs. Edith McWhorter and Mrs. Barbara Wotuck,
both of Tulsa, Okla.; two brothers, Thomas L. of
Plano, Tex. and Leslie, Fullerton, Calif. and seven
grandchildren. :

Funeral services were held October 31 with
Sisco Funeral Chapel in charge. Burial was in
Friendship Cemetery at Springdale.

MACK A. McCHRISTIAN

Mack A. McChristian, 53, of Route 1, Hunts-
ville, suffered a fatal heart attack while performing
his job as a construction inspector on QOctober 28.
He had been an employe of the Department for
17% years. McChristian was a life-long resident of
Madison County and a member of Calvary Baptist
Church at Huntsville.

Survivors include his widow, Mrs. Virginia
Holland McChristian; four sons: Wayne of Clare-
more, Okla.; Larry of Buffalo, Wyom.; Robert H.
with the U. S. Navy in Japan; and one sister, Mrs.
Ruby Fowler of Buffalo, Wyom.; and six grand-
children.

Funeral services were held by Brashear's
Funeral Home of Huntsville on November 1 with
burial at Alabam Cemetery, Alabam, Ark.

Ernest Valachovic, veter-
ran reporter for the Arkan-
sas Gazette, died suddenly
October 15 of coronary
thrombosis at the age of 50. |
He had covered news devel-
opments for all the state
agencies, including the
Highway Department, for
almost 15 years and was
regarded with affection and
respect by many admini-
strative officials and em-
ployes who came into con-
tact with him often. He
visited the Highway Department most every day as
long as the central headquarters was located on the
capitol grounds but had made less frequent visits
since the headquarters was moved to the present
location some 10 miles out of town.

“Ernie”, as he was known by Highway per-
sonnel, possessed a distinctive acumen for news
reporting. He found his niche in life as a journalist
when the executive editor of the Texarkana Gazette
for many years, J. Q. Mehaffey, reluctantly hired
him as a reporter just prior to discharge from
military service in 1946. When Mehaffey asked if
he had any experience as a reporter, Ernie replied,
“No, and I’'m not too good a writer, but I can find

;~out more than everyone else on your staff.” He

lived up to his promise, to say the least.

Valachovic joined the Arkansas Gazette staff
in 1954, working first as a general assignment re-
porter, and then covering city, county and federal
agencies before assignment to state agency coverage
when the governor’s office came into focus in the
news in 1957. His attention to small news items
developed for him a continual news flow from
innumerable sources which stood him in good stead,
especially on “slow news” days. In addition to his
reporting for the Gazette, Valachovic was Arkan-
sas correspondent for newsweek magazine. He was
often sought out by out-of-state reporters on as-
signment here for political stories for his analyses.

Ernie was endowed with a relentless curiosity
and an insatiable desire for knowledge. He read
and owned many books, and wrote numerous re-
views for the Gazette Sunday magazine. Co-
worker Bill Lewis commented that he (Lewis)
owned as many books as Valachovic. “But the
difference is,” he said, “that ‘Val’ (as Gazette
staffers knew him) has read all his.”

He was born in New York City of Czecho-
slovakian parents and graduated from high school
there. He served in the European theater during
World War II and received a Bronze Star, being
discharged as a staff sergeant.

Survivors include his widow, Mrs. Betty
Lovett Valachovic; one son, Ernest, Jr. of Little
Rock; two daughters, Patricia, a senior at Central
High School, and Carolyn, 11; and a brother,
Andrew Valachovic, of King of Prussia, Penna.

Funeral services were held at Drummond
Funeral Home Friday, October 18 and burial with
graveside military service was at National Ceme-
tery.

Arkansas Highways
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AHD.
| Inaugurates
Photogrammetry

{

Photogrammetric aerial picture of Bella Vista, Ark. taken from 6,000 feet altitude. (Story on next page.)
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Photogrammetrist Roger Taylor plans a mission, marking sites

to be photographed.

A significant step in improved
methods taken by the Highway De-
partment during 1968 was entrance
into the field of aerial photography
in making roadway surveys,amethod
already in use by many other state
highway departments. Actually, the
work began on November 2, 1967
when the first aerial photography
mission was flown. Since then over
9,000 photographs have been made

for various agencies within the High-
way Department. e

The Photogrammetry Section is a
part of the Surveys Division, headed
by Charles E. Venable. Photogram-
metrist Roger Taylor is in charge of
the aerial photographic operation.

The equipment in use is the best
available. Aerial photography is ac-
complished by using the renowned

Aerial photos are made from the Department’s twin engine AeroCommander.

-
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Steve Hayes loads the camera magazine into its case.

Wild RC-8 mapping camera system,
a camera recognized the world over
as the finest of its kind. Railroad
ties can easily be seen on photo-
graphs made from an altitude of
6,000 feet.

When not in use, the camera looks
like the luggage of someone about to
make an around-the-world voyage.
It is compactly packaged in seven

Pilot Ed Ray, left, and co-pilot Rudy
Peace, two fourths of the aerial mapping
team.

Arkansas Highways
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Information from a negative is plotted onto a map for cataloging and library purposes.

aluminum cases. Each time a flight
is made the camera, which weighs
a total of 220 pounds, is loaded
into a carryall which takes it to the
airport, unloaded and reloaded into
the plane where it is mounted in
stabilized mounts. The lens cone,
which is the single heaviest section
of the camera, weighs 70 pounds.
Photographer Roger Taylor and his
assistant, Steve Hayes have worked
out a system though, and they can
unload the camera parts from the
carryall into the plane, uncase it
and assemble it ready for shooting
in fifteen minutes. At the end of a

mission it is disassembled and taken

back to the photogrammetry studio
in the central headquarters com-
plex. An instrument of such sensi-
tivity must receive tender, loving
care.

The Photogrammetry lab has been
built and equipped according to
recognized specifications and author-
ity. Only equipment capable of pro-
ducing the very best pictures possi-
ble has been included in this modern
facility. Since the lab was completed
n August, all processing and print-
ing is now being done by Depart-
ment personnel. Prior to that time
photographs had to be sent to other
aerial photo labs for processing.

December 1968

The photogrammetry operation is
not limited to Surveys work, al-
though that is its initial reason for
existence. A great deal of the photo-
graphy on file has been done at the
request of other divisions within the
Department. The Mapping Section
frequently uses aerial photographs
in updating county maps which are
widely used by many Highway em-

ployes. The Traffic Engineering Sec-
tion also makes extensive use of
urban area photo mosaics; for ex-
ample, the planning stages of work
to be done in Blytheville and Mari-
anna.

Future plans for enlargement in
the photogrammetry Section include
purchase of stereo plotters and asso-
ciated equipment which will permit
actual compilation of contour maps
from aerial photographs. Stereo com-
pilation, or mapping as it is generally
referred to, will make available ac-
curate, up-to-date contour maps of
preferred highway routes. No longer
will engineers be required to use
outdated contour maps, some dating
back to the late 1890’s, in their
planning.

The ancient Chinese proverb about
a picture being worth a thousand
words was never more true than in
the field of photogrammetry. As far
as the Arkansas Highway Department
is concerned, this proverb can be
translated into terms of dollars —
dollars saved by using an advanced
method in the art of photography.

Taylor lays out a mosaic.
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HIS MONTH ARKANSAS HIGHWAYS IS OB-

SERVING ITS 15TH BIRTHDAY! Volume I,
No. 1 came out in November, 1953, a little 8% x 7
mimeographed bulletin with a sketched cover, type-
written copy, no pictures and a blank back cover. It
didn’t look like much but it was a beginning. Notable
progress has been made in the magazine through the
years and presently it ranks among the top of high-
way department magazines.

The first issue carried the temporary name
Arkansas Highways but page 7 was devoted entirely
to the announcement of a contest for an official name.
Employes were urged to submit suggestions suitable
for a publication chiefly *“ . . . for and about Arkansas
Highway Department personnel.” A cash award of
$10. was donated by Director Herbert Eldridge to
spur participation. Sixty-six proposed titles, including
the choice of the magazine staff, were submitted to
Commissioners Raymond F. Orr, Miss Willie A. Law-
son, Glenn F. Wallace, Cecil S. Lynch and D. F. Portis
for final judging, with each title being identified by a
number instead of by the name of the person submit-
ting it. As it turned out, Arkansas Highways was
selected by an overwhelming majority. The staff,
composed of Dennison Yates, business manager; Hazel
S. Erdmann, editor; and W. H. Moore, artist, turned
the $10. award over to the Flower Fund.
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In June, 1954 the magazine’s first color cover
appeared — colored mimeograph paper! At the be.
ginning of 1955 the copy evidently began being set
on a typesetting machine, which allowed variationsﬁk
in style of type and improved composition. Exactly
five years later, beginning with the November, 1958
issue, the magazine took a giant step in improvement,
Printing was turned over to a professional printer,

a better grade of paper was used and photographs on
the cover and inside pages were incorporated into the
publication.

In April of 1959 overall size of the magazine
was increased to 7% x 10%, only slightly smaller than
the present 8/ x 11 dimensions, which were adopted
in April, 1960. Another ““first” was the use of color
ink to print the December, 1959 issue; the color was
green, of course.

Since that time allowance has been made in the
limited magazine budget for one color cover per year.
Usually it is reserved for the December issue. How-
ever, in August of this year the largest edition of
Arkansas Highways ever published, 36 pages, came
out with a four-color front cover. The copy was set
on an IBM Selectric Composer which, as you can see, |
closely resembles what is known in the printing in- |
dustry as “hot type”, such as that printed on a lino- ‘ﬁ'}J
type, a process of casting letters in hot metal slugs. ©
Several other built-in features of the recently pur-
chased Composer make possible a type-set page that
has more eye-appeal to the reader.

There is no way to determine the growth in cir-
culation for the magazine since the outset but in 1960
it was 3,200 per issue. Present circulation is nearing
4,600; more than 200 names have been added to the
mailing list during 1968. '

Arkansas Highways has had only three editors:
Hazel S. Erdmann from November, 1953 through
December, 1956; Martha Adams from January, 1957
through March, 1967 and the present editor. It was
prepared under the supervision of the Personnel Divi-
sion until January, 1967. It then became the respon-
sibility of then Asst. to the Chief Engr. Henry Gray.

Arkansas Highways, contrary to many other
state highway publications, has adhered to its original
purpose — by and for employes of the Arkansas High-
way Department (even though more than 1,000 names
on the mailing list are not employes). Therefore, we
have continued to feature news items about employes Q;\
and their families. We solicit and encourage the con- —
tribution of news items from all employes. Without
you there would be no magazine. We especially thank
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all the reporters, realizing that your job of news col-
lecting is not easy and deadlines always seem to come
before you are ready. Without your efforts the maga-
zine would be many times more difficult to publish
and not nearly so broad in coverage. In addition, we
endeavor to include happenings and developments
within, and allied to, our industry, both in and out of
Arkansas. We appreciate your comments; if you have
suggestions in connection with the magazine, let us

hear from you. W

MAGAZINE COMPOSITION IS SIZEABLE TASK

The magazine can be read from cover to cover
in about thirty minutes and the job of putting to-
gether an issue may appear to be a snap but there’s
more to it than one might imagine. Before actual
typesetting can begin much footwork and numerous
phone calls must be made to complete information
for stories and articles, which must then be written,
| pictures made, and Department and District news
edited (items contained therein often reveal other
newsworthy material, thus more phone calls and
letters, requests for pictures, etc.).

‘ All those details except making and developing
pictures are the responsibility of the editor, who
even gets pressed into duty on the Polaroid at times.
Essentially, though, Johnnie Gray, staff photographer,
takes care of the magazine’s photographic require-
ments.

Photographer Johnnie Gray will go most anywhere for a
picture. Here, 140 feet above the water on a bridge con-
struction project.

December 1968
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Mary Herndon, Kay and Johnnie get their heads together
over a front cover picture.

Kay Weitzel, compositor and layout artist, sets
all the type and in justified copy (straight right-hand
margin) every word must be typed twice, once “in
the rough” to determine how much space the charac-
ters will consume of a line, then once more to equal-
ize the space between words. For an average issue of

24 pages, a week is required for typesetting.

Layout is a highly technical and creative job
and consists of fitting the copy and pictures on each
page in an eye-pleasing and interesting manner. The
copy and pictures are placed on temporary layout
sheets to arrive at how many pages of copy have been
prepared and so that an overall look may be taken
by the staff and Assistant Director Henry Gray
under whose supervision the magazine is published.

Mary and Mr. Gray go over preliminary layout.
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An issue must be prepared in increments of four
pages, so if the temporary layout reveals that 22
pages of copy, for instance, have been prepared, a
decision must be made whether to take out two
pages or, as is usually the case, put on a frantic rush
to make up two additional ones and still make the
deadline.

Following completion and approval of the tem-
porary layout, the copy is proofread, and corrections
and copy adjustments are made; then the actual lay-
out is made on card stock, an exacting job which
requires a minimum of 2% days to complete.

Pages are printed ““four up” as seen above where press opera-
tor checks ink coverage.

Counting and packaging magazines for mailing takes about
a half day. il _

g

L :

Some photos must be reduced to fit into the desired space,
so Kay determines the percentage of reduction.

Headlines are set on a headliner machine which
prints on a tape. The tape is trimmed away, leaving
only a small margin around the words of a headline
when it is waxed onto the layout board. Finally,
the table of contents is made up, the name, month
of issue and page numbers are added and the last
proofing done. The printer has eight days by contract
to complete their part of the job.

Once a month’s issue is delivered from the
printer, the toughest part physically emerges —
counting and packing the proper number of copies
for distribution to district offices, resident engineers,
survey party chiefs and Weights and Standards fore-
men across the state, as well as to the various offices
at central headquarters and others on the mailing list.

18 Arkansas Highways
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'TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE HALLOWEEN

When 10-year-old Rick Robbins’
teacher, Mrs. Epler, assigned each stu-
dent in her class to write a Halloween
poem, Rick wrote the adaptation below
of “’Twas the Night Before Christmas”.
He attends Watson Elementary School.
His mother is Bennie Robbins, secre-
tary in the Maintenance Division.

THE NIGHT BEFORE HALLOWEEN

*Twas the night before Halloween,

‘And all through the house,

Not a creature was stirring,

Not even a mouse.

The bodies were hung by the necks with care,
In hopes that Frankenstein would soon be there.

| The witches were nestled all snug in their beds

With billions of bullet-holes in their heads.

An ange! in her kerchief and me in my cap,

Had just settled down for a long ghostly nap.

When out in the graveyard there arose such a clatter,

1 sprang from my coffin to see what was the matter.

I Away to the window I flew like a flash —

' 1 tore up the shutters and threw them in the trash.
The moon on the breast of the newfallen snow
Gave a luster to ghosts fluttering below,
But what 1o my wondering eyes should appear
But a little black hearse and eight tiny ghostdeer.
With a big ugly driver, so big but so fine,

| [ knew in a moment, it must be Frankenstein.

| ‘More rapid than goblins, his coursers they came
And he yelled and shouted and called them by name.
Now, Horror! Now, Terror! Now, Scarer! Now, Fright!
On, Goblins! On, Bones! On, Stormey! On, Night!
To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall,
Now vanish away, vanish away, vanish away all!
As dry leaves before the wild hurricane fly
When they meet with a goblin all mount to the sky.
Soup to the house top the coursers they flew,
With a hearse full of bones and St. Frankenstein, too.
And then in a moment I heard on the roof
The scratching and pawing of each tiny hoof.
As I blew up my head and was turning around,
Down the chimney Frankenstein came with a pound.
He was dressed all in black from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.
A bundle of bones he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a goblin just opening his sack.

| His eyes how they sputtered, his dimples so scary,
His cheeks were like fire, the fire like cherry.

| His droll little mouth was drawn up like a prune,
And his beard on his chin was as white as the moon.
He had a bearded face and a big round belly
That shook when he laughed like a goblin of Delly.
He was clumsy and fat, a right stupid old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him in spite of myself.
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know I had something to dread.
He spoke not a word but went straight to his work,
And filled all the skulls, then turned with a jerk.

QAnd laying his finger aside of his nose

And giving a stomp, up the chimney he rose.

‘He sprang to his hearse, to his team gave a whistle
And away they soared like the down of a thistle.

But I heard him exclaim ’ere he drove out of sight,
Crummy Halloween To All — and to all a bad night!!

December 1968
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Dames, Guests of Uic. Ames

Marla Holmes, Publicity Chairman

The Arkansas Highway Dames met Thursday,
October 24 in the National Investors Life Insurance
Company Building and were guests of the Vic Ames
Show. Clint Richie was Mr. Ames’ guest celebrity of
the day.

After the show, the Dames moved to the build-
ing cafeteria for lunch.

On November 21 the Dames Club met at the
Children’s Hospital for a brief business meeting and
a tour of the hospital facilities. They also enjoyed
lunch at the hospital’s cafeteria.

The December meeting will be a dinner party
for the Dames’ husbands at Olde West Dinner Theatre
on the 13th.

2% AT A 2t M b 8L 9
SUNLLRIUS
d9321042

(

The group who toured the Children’s Hospital included, left to
right: Mesdames Mada Vandenberg, Rebecca Daggett, Lillian
Lee, Elyeene Gray, Frances Ashcraft, Rosie Wahl, Martha
Holland, Yvonne Mulhollen, Wilma Perkins, Maxine Kizer,
Virginia Yates, Paula Rain, Bobbie Moore, Shirley Chaney,
Wilma Laha, Janet Morris, Marla Holmes, Bonnie Magness and
Bobbie Chapman.
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while in the background Janet Morris and Bobbie Chapman
talk with another.
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AN ENGINEER’S NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

"Twas the night before Christmas, and all thru the plant,

Not a creature was working but me and Van Zant.

The specs were all written and ready to go,

In hopes that the drawings would soon be, also.

A batch had been finished, and already checked

But others were not, as you might well expect.

So we, both as zealous as Scrooge’s poor clerk,

Had just settled ourselves for a long evening’s work —

When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,

We sprang from our desks to see what was the matter.

The security lights on the new-fallen snow

Gave the luster of blastoff to objects below.

When, what to our wondering eyes should appear,

But.a miniature space capsule and eight tiny (but extremely
powerful) hydrazine-propellant boosters tandem mounted
in series so the pilot could steer;

And a little round astronaut, so lively and quick,

I thought for a moment he might be Saint Nick.

But then Van Zant asked me, “Did you hear him yell

All those names to his boosters as his capsule fell?

‘Now Atlas! Now Saturn, now Vanguard and Gemini!
Let’s make our next landing beside that old chiminey!
On, Nike! On Redstone! On Titan and Polaris!
It’s only tonight that Canaveral can spare us!’ »
As we drew in our heads and were turning around,
Down the chimney the astronaut came with a bound.
He was dressed in a spacesuit from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot.
“This soot,” he said, smiling, ““is not from your chimney,
It’s caused by the heat of atmospheric re-entry!”
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head
Soon put us at ease, although he then said:
“Tell me, are your schedules really so tight,
Or do you get overtime for working tonight?”
I looked at Van Zant; then he looked at me;
I said, “It’s a matter of deadline, you see . ..”
“We’ve got a tough problem,” Van Zant said with a groan,
“In hanging the micronite up in the T-zone.”
The astronaut chuckled, “Well, that’s why I’m here,
In packaging, I was the first engineer.”

e spoke nothing more, but went straight to the work,
And studied the problem; then turned with a jerk,
He smilingly told us to take a good look,
And held out a Christmas tree ornament hook. @LI
Even though we both knew he had found the solution,
By then we felt ripe for a state institution.
“Well, fellows,” he said, “All your systems are go;
It looks A-OK, so I've got to blow.”
And laying a finger aside of his nose,
And giving a grin, up the chimney he rose.
He sprang to his capsule and into the door,
And then blasted off with a Titanesque roar.
“Happy Christmas,” he yelled, as he flew out of sight,
“Keep your stuff simple and it’s bound to be right!”

(Engineering Outlook)

Long-Time Employe Retires

John Hicks of Roadway Design
retired the end of October, after 38%
years’ service with the Department
and was honored with a farewell get-
together November 1. Mrs. Hicks
(Peggy) was present with him to re-
ceive good wishes and godspeeds
from co-workers and other asso-
ciates who came to say goodby.

>

John Hicks, a writer and poet of note in
the state, beams proudly when he sees
that the gift from his co-workers is a
white portable typewriter.
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CORRECTION

Our fallible side shows up now and
then. The lady above is Sue Fuller mﬁ
Equipment, instead of Sue Boyett, as w¢
reported last month. Sue B. is in Right of
Way Appraisal. Sorry, Sues.

Arkansas Highways
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ON
LOOKING
OUTWARD

Editorial

HIS IS THE SEASON of the year when we as a nation

traditionally pause to make a personal assessment and
give thanks to Him who grants us many blessings which we
don’t even recognize, much less give praise for, throughout
the year. There is no reason for limiting thanks to only one
season for what we enjoy an entire year, except perhaps the
selfishness, indifference and other negatives that are a part of
the makeup of Man. We don’t even intend to be selfish and
indifferent; we just become so busy looking inward that we
forget to look outward.

Just ask a dozen people what kind of year this has been
for them. Youll get rapid-fire answers like, “Awful . . . owe
too much money”; “Inflation . . . can’t tell I even got a raise”;
“Had family illness . . . doctors and hospitals charge outrageous
prices”’; and on and on. Then, there is world turmoil, national
unrest, hippies, yippies, strikes, college take-overs, crime,
politicians flaying each other and confusing issues in
our minds — just a going-to-pot situation generally. So what
do you do — sigh deeply and wish for the “good old days”
(whenever and whatever that was).

You might consider the tack used by Dr. Norman Vin-
cent Peale when a man of fifty-two, in utter despondency,
approached the minister for consultation. He told Dr. Peale
that everything he had was gone, swept away, and that he was
too old to start over again. Dr. Peale countered by handing the
man a picce of paper on which he was asked to write down
what values he had left.

“I just told you, everything I ‘had is gome,” the man re-
plied with impatience. Dr. Peale began to question him about

what might be regarded as assets and received the following
information:

[1] A wonderful wife of thirty years’ marriage who
would never leave him, no matter what; [2] three lovely chil-
dren who repeatedly told him they loved him and would stand
by him; [3] some fine, decent friends who held him in esteem

:na had proffered help; [4] integrity and health in tact; [4] a

‘ .

citizen of the U. S. and proud of it; and [5] believed in God
and felt that he could not have gotten through his problem up
to that point without divine help.

Arkansas Highways

With that, Dr. Peale said “I thought you said everything
had been swept away. It seems to me you have a great many
assets.” The man grinned sheepishly, “You are right. Guess I
never thought of it that way.”

Probe your thinking a bit further and reflect on the
statement: I am a citizen of the United States. Who said, “So
what, that is taken for granted”? It most certainly is taken for
granted. But Stephen Vincent Benet once used that very
statement to point out how we overlook real meanings. The
word “citizen” alone represents a dream in the minds of many
people, some past and some present — a dream only, not a
reality. If I am a citizen, I am not a slave; and I do not have to
be a lord to merit citizenship. I have a state to which I owe
certain responsibilities and that state owes certain responsibili-
ties to me. That may not seem so earth-shaking but it has taken
a good many centuries to establish that much.

What does “United States” mean to you? It took five
years of revolution to give purport to those two words, and
later on, four years of Civil War, to make the word “United”
an effective word.

And then, Benet goes on, “United States™ isn’t just a
term, or a geographical area, or a flag. It is *“. . . an idea in
action; an idea as strong, as deeply rooted as any that has
moved in the minds of men; an idea that has been served, at
one time or another, with singular devotion.”

Now that we’ve prodded your mind, don’t you have
much to be not only grateful, but truly thankful, for? Hasn’t
it been a great year for you, too?

CT he Optimist Creed

Promise Yourself —

O be so strong that nothing can disturb your
peace of mind.

O talk health, happiness and prosperily to
every person you meet.

O make all your friends feel that there is
something in them.

O look at the sunny side of everything and
make your optimism come true.

O think only of the best, to work only for the
best and expect ouly the best. -

O be just as enthusiastic about the success of
others as you are about your own,

O forget the mistakes of the past and press on
to the greater achievemenis of the future.

O wear a cheerful countenance at all imes and
give every living creature you meet a smile.

O give so much lime to the improvement of
yourselfthat you have notimetocriticise others.

O be too large for worry, too noble for anger,
too strong for fear, and too happy to permit

the presence of trouble.
Optimist International
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THERE’'S ART TO SELLING A CAR

by Bernie Cox, Procurement Section

Want to sell your car? There comes a
time in most every man’s life when he
wants to turn in his old buggy for Detroit’s
latest model. But unless you think before
selling, you’ll never get the best possible
price. Yep, that’s really all a wise seller
needs to do — think. Place yourself in the
buyer’s shoes and look at your vehicle
from his standpoint. Examine the car in-
side and out. What conditions would
make you shy away from this vehicle if
you were the prospective buyer? The fol-
lowing suggestions are offered:

1. Worn pedal pads spell high mileage
and replacements can be purchased very
inexpensively. It is important to get them
a couple of weeks before you sell the car
so that they become slightly scuffed.
Brand new pedals will arouse a buyer’s
suspicions.

2. The same is true for torn floor mat-
ting. Replace it ahead of time so that it
will look slightly used.

3. Paint worn away from the left front
window molding means the driver’s elbow
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has rested there for many miles. Remove
and paint all four moldings, or buy a new
one if they are chrome.

4. A clean finish is a must. By all
means, wash the car and if the paint is
faded, polish it with rubbing compound.
A simple wax job can add $50-3$75 to the
selling price.

5. A greasy engine can kill a sale.
Every buyer knows enough to look under
the hood. Swab the engine liberally with
kerosene and a well-worn paint brush. In
ashort while grease and grime will become
loosened. Hose away with water and wipe
dry with a cloth. :

6. A clean battery is a sure sign of
careful car maintenance. White acid de-
posits can be easily removed with a table-
spoon of ordinary baking soda dissolved
in a cup of water. Pour the solution over
the deposits and wait a few minutes.
Wash with clear water and dry.

7. The trunk is an area often forgotten
by the seller but not by the buyer. A per-
son can always tell what kind of treatment
a car has had by the condition of the

trunk. If it’s neat and clean, it’s a safe bet
that the rest of the car has had tender,
loving care. So, clear out all unnecessary
clutter. Clean with a vacuum cleaner and
then go over the entire area, including
the spare wheel and tire, with a wet cloth
or sponge. If the interior trunk panels are
damaged or missing, repair or replace
them. Also clean the glove compartment
and ash trays.

If you are trading or selling the car to
a dealer, this is as far as you should go.
The dealer can make any further repairs
at much less cost. If you are selling pri-
vately, repairing holes and rips in the
upholstery is worthwhile, even though
you may not be able to do it yourself.
A tear in the upholstery makes the cus-
tomer think the car is “beat up.”

8. If the car is less than three years
old, have a new insert of factory material
sewn in; if older, cover with seat covers.

9. Small dents and scrapes should not
be repaired. This way the buyer knows
what he is getting. A newly painted door
may cause the buyer to think the car
has been wrecked.

Bumpers are an exception and no fixed
rule applies. A bent or dented bumper
can be straightened and rechromed for
about one-third of the new retail price.gm.
Dealers all agree that complete repainting&’
is almost a waste of money. Do touch up
tiny chips and minor scratches with a can
of original factory paint and a small
artist’s brush.

Don’t invest any money in mechanical
repairs unless the car is making unusual
noises or not running. Cracked glass should
be replaced on the sides, but not in front
or back. Evidence of regular maintenance
is one of the most important selling points.

10. Before putting the car up for sale,
grease the chassis and change the oil and
filter. Make sure a current service sticker
is applied in the door jamb.

When is the best time to sell? A car
sells faster and for more money when the
economy is healthy and people are in a
buying mood. Spring is usually the best
time because people get an urge to travel
when the trees are green and flowers are
in bloom.

11. First, use any available free adver-
tising: tell your friends, place a “For Sale”
sign in the car window and put up notices
on club, school and other bulletin boards.
If the car doesn’t sell soon, advertise in
the newspapers. Run ads on weekends ings,
winter and during weekdays in summe@y’
Of course, if you are willing to take less
money, you can trade it in as is. Good
huck!

Highways
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Ahl-h . .. it’s Christmas Season once
again, a time of many feelings . . . poig-

nancy, excitement, gaiety, anticipation,
generosity, love . . . and frustration, stem-
ming from decisions on how to accept all
invitations for holiday engagements and
arranging schedules to accomplish all that
has been planned. It’s a wearying time of
the year, but an enjoyable, meaningful
WeAriness.

Many happenings have happened
since the magazine last came out. We hope
you will forgive us for the November
issue (or the lack of it) but we hope we
have compensated for it with this special

" combined November-December issue and

it is our goal at this writing to get copies
of the magazine distributed to all em-
ployes before the holidays. Realizing the
printer’s already crowded schedule, it will
remain to be seen whether that goal be-
comes a reality.

Two of the proudest among the
crowd of deer hunters are Commission
Secretary Bertie Carr’s son Tim, and
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Auditor Nelson Morgan. Tim, 15, is proud
because it was his first. Nelson is proud

Nelson Morgan with his prize!

because his was an 8-pointer, an achieve-
ment he doesnt expect to top anytime
soon. Having reached such a plateau, he
says with a fake air of boredom, that
from this point on, deer hunting will
“only be diversionary.” Ho, hum.

Bertie’s husband Bob also bagged a
4-point deer, with a bow and arrow, while
on a fishing trip! I can’t figure out
whether that should come under the
heading of a fish story or a deer tale.

It’s good to see Jane Greenlee hold-
ing down the fort at the switchboard
again as of December 2. She was off a
whole month due to<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>